Whatever I may present on this subject must be in the nature of hints rather than generous display of knowledge, and no attempt whatever will be made to cover all the ground that might be occupied to advantage. I promise to be brief and not trespass too much on the reader's time.
ground that might be occupied to advantage. I promise to be brief and not trespass too much on the reader's time.
I take the ground that we as dentists should try to preserve all the natural teeth, and that this is our first duty.
Two professions at least should have something to say of the relations of the teeth to the system, to the health of the human body. These professions are represented b}' the man of anatomy, physiology and hygiene, and the den-tist. The first should by the study of these kindred sciences be able to determine accurately the true physiological and physical conditions that must of necessity produce, develop and preserve teeth of fair structure. A study of these conditions will require a life time?must be continued from generation to generation until they are thoroughly understood and perfected. As to the second, the dentist, it is well that he should know all that the first knows or can know of these subjects, but this cannot be expected. 
